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San Joaquin Valley Air Quality

A central concern of San Joaquin Valley residents is the air quality.  Healthy air and visibility rank high on residents’ list of important quality of life issues, and have been high on the public policy agenda.

· Air quality in the San Joaquin Valley is getting better.  Between 1988 and 1998, the number of days the Valley exceeded state ozone standards fell by 43%.  The number of exceedances of the federal one-hour standard fell by 47%, and the number of days above the eight-hour standard fell by 61%. Between 1988 and 1998, the Valley saw a 60% reduction in the number of days exceeding state particulate matter standards, and a 75% reduction in the number of days over federal standards.  The Valley meets federal air quality standards for carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide.

· According to the USEPA, “ozone levels have decreased slightly over the past ten years and particulate levels have been improving despite the continuing rapid growth in the Valley.” 

· The San Joaquin Valley has unique challenges that other parts of California and the country do not face.  

· Population growth in the Valley has increased one-third faster than in the state as a whole.  During the next two decades, growth will be nearly two-thirds faster in the Valley than in California.

· The Valley can expect major increases in vehicular traffic, both from growth and from the presence of two major thoroughfares transecting the Valley.

· Unique meteorological and geographic conditions make the Valley a cauldron for smog.

· A substantial portion of the Valley’s smog is blown in from other parts of the state.

· The United States Environmental Protection Agency has reclassified the Central Valley’s air pollution situation from “serious” to “severe.”  This action was taken not because the air is getting dirtier, but because it has not improved quickly enough.

· The consequences of the reclassification is that air quality regulations will be applied to many new businesses, as many as 500 to 900 in the San Joaquin Valley.  More stringent controls will be applied to existing businesses.  State and local regulators will have until the end of 2001 to develop a new air quality attainment plan, which must address the ozone problem by 2005.  New regulations may cost businesses twice as much as the current regulations.  

· Productive solutions will be guided by sound science.  The oil industry, agriculture, valley industry, many governmental agencies, and state, local and federal air quality regulators have joined together in a unique partnership to conduct two of the most comprehensive air quality studies ever undertaken.  In June, 2000, the Central California Air Quality Coalition launched the California Regional PM10/PM2.5 Air Quality and Central California Ozone Studies.  Combined, these landmark research projects will invest an unprecedented $44.5 million toward improving current understanding of air pollution in the Valley.
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