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Oil production and air quality

The oil and gas production industry has been the leader among industries reducing air emissions in the San Joaquin Valley.

· Between 1987 and 1996, the oil and gas production industry reduced emissions of ozone precursors (volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides) by 74 percent.  This compares with a 42 percent reduction by stationary sources and a two percent increase for mobile sources.

· Between 1987 and 1996, overall inventory for ozone precursors by the oil and gas production industry fell from 34 percent to eleven percent.  During that same period, the inventory for mobile sources increased from 31 percent to 39 percent.

· Between 1987 and 1996, the oil and gas production industry cut its particulate emissions in half.

· Between 1987 and 1996, the oil and gas production industry cut carbon monoxide emissions by 39 percent and sulfur dioxide emissions by 76 percent.

· The oil and gas industry in the lower San Joaquin Valley has implemented a number of changes in operations and installed a great deal of pollution control equipment.  In the oil fields, companies have added controls on our casing collection systems, improved internal combustion engines, put vapor recovery systems on storage tanks, and improved emissions from steam generators and boilers.  Companies have also increased the inspection and maintenance of piping systems.

· The oil industry has also contributed to cleaning up mobile sources through its development and deployment of cleaner burning gasoline, which has cut emissions by the equivalent of removing three million vehicles from the road.

· California’s reformulated diesel fuel is also the cleanest in the nation.  Clean diesel has cut sulfur dioxide emissions by 82 percent, reduced particulate matter emissions by 25 percent and oxides of nitrogen by seven percent.

· The oil and gas industry has been an original participant in two of the largest air pollution studies ever undertaken in the United States.  The studies will gauge where ozone and particulate pollution are coming from and how best they can be reduced.  The studies will also help determine why the previous air quality attainment plan for the San Joaquin Valley did not reach its goals.  The Valley’s oil and gas industry has contributed $700,000 so far to these studies.
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